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Bishop Advisory and Medical 
Advisory Committees also 
provide oversight.

New Building Is On Schedule
“Things are pretty much on schedule.”, ac-
cording to Dannie Hostetler, building super-
visor and building committee member. The 
plan was to have the building under roof by 
winter. The roof, windows, and doors are 
already in place, and certainly that goal will 
be met.

The staff has watched each step of the pro-
cess with excitement. Now that the fram-
ing of the rooms is completed, the reality 
of what we will be operating from is even 
more thrilling.

It is truly amazing to see the number of 
businesses and individuals who have 

already contributed to the process. Special 
thanks go to the Building Committee who is 
guiding the process and meets bi-weekly to 
review progress and questions. 

Committee members are: James Troyer, Gid 
Yoder, Uriah Hostetler, Dannie Hostetler, 
and Delbert Yoder.

There is still much to be done, but before 
long moving in will be a reality! Some of the 
furnishings and equipment for the building 
will not be covered by the capital building 
funds. See “Wish List” for items needed. 
Stop by and see the progress.
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Property to the east of the current office 
where the new building is located

House was torn down

Footers were dug after excavation Poured walls stand tall

Walls went up for the second story Trusses were put in place for the roof

South meeting room entranceNorth main entrance
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Welcome to Patient Services Coordinatorr
Jennifer Hershberger joined 
the staff at New Leaf Center 
in mid-August as the Patient 
Services Coordinator. She 
provides support to clinic ad-
ministrative staff and patients. 
Included in her responsibilities 
are: accessing affordable med-
ications from drug companies, 
scheduling specialty clinics, co-
ordinating educational events, 
assisting with family communi-
cation regarding research proj-
ects and obtaining consents. 

When asked what drew her 
to New Leaf, she said, “I was 
attracted most to New Leaf 
Center’s vision and mission to 
provide access to affordable, 

quality care and to improve 
the quality of life for the chil-
dren in the community.” She 
went on to comment about 
what she enjoys most, “I enjoy 
working with the wonderful 
staff and although I do not 
provide direct care to the chil-
dren, I am truly grateful to be 
a part of the clinic’s staff work-
ing behind the scenes to care 
for and serve our families.”                                                                                                                                 
Jennifer holds a bachelor’s 
degree in Public Health from 
Kent State University. She has 
previous experience as an 
Outreach and Family Services 
Coordinator at Wayne Metro-
politan Housing Authority.  

Jennifer lives in Wooster with 
her husband, David, and their 
daughter, Lauren.  She enjoys 
running, hiking with her fam-
ily, and photography. She said 
that someday she would love 
to learn how to bake delicious 
artisan breads.

Neurology Specialty Clinic Will Keep Going

connections

Funds raised for the new building will not cover some 
of the medical equipment and other things needed. 
If you are interested in donating toward an item on 
the list, please contact Barb at 330-359-9888.

• Learning wall panel that promotes the development 
of fine motor skills and offers optical sensory, and 
acoustical experiences - $600-$1,000

• Baby scales for exam rooms (2) - $400 each
• Vital signs monitor - $2,000
• Washer/Dryer stacked unit - $1,200
• Exam room tables
• Folding tables and chairs with racks for meeting 

room - ask for details

Wish List

Dr. Margaret McBride, pediatric neurologist, has been 
coming to New Leaf for neurology specialty clinics 
since 2013.                                        

She served New Leaf faithfully four times a year and 
saw the children with seizures and other complex neu-
rodevelopmental disorders. Dr. McBride has retired, 
and we are moving to the next phase for coverage at 
New Leaf. Thank you, Dr. McBride, we will miss you!

Dr. Lucy Zawadski, pediatric epileptologist, and her col-

leagues will provide continued coverage at neurology 
specialty clinics on a quarterly basis. This is the fourth 
specialty clinic that Akron Children’s Hospital and New 
Leaf have agreements for. We also hold pulmonary, 
echocardiogram, and vision clinics quarterly.
 
These clinics provide the best in specialized care and 
families do not have to travel to ACH nearly as often. 
The specialists provide support to our physicians in 
caring for the children with various special needs. 
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New Leaf Center takes care of 28 
children and young adults with 
propionic acidemia (PA). Until 
recently, half of Ohio’s babies born 
with PA were missed on the new-
born screen (commonly called 
the “PKU test”). This means many 
Amish and Mennonite children 
were diagnosed only after becoming 
very sick (usually during expensive 
hospital stays). This was not because 
of sloppy work in Ohio’s newborn 
screening lab. Newborn screening 
for diseases like PA is hard to get 
just right.  If newborn screening is 
too sensitive, parents are caused 
unnecessary worry about complete-
ly healthy babies. The Amish type of 
PA is milder in the newborn 

period; it can be easy to miss with-
out detailed genetic testing.  

In 2019, Dr. Wenger worked with 
helpful people at Ohio’s newborn 
screening lab in Columbus to make 
some changes in the PA newborn 
screening process. The latest new-
born screening tests give midwives, 
doctors, and nurses an easy way to 
communicate that a newborn has 
Amish or Mennonite heritage. Even 
slightly concerning results on the PA 
part of the newborn screen can be 
handled differently. We hope these 
small changes will make a big dif-
ference for our future children with 
propionic acidemia.

Newborn screening has changed 
so much since it’s early days in the 
1960’s. New diseases are added to 
the screen every year. Almost all 
diseases tested on the newborn 
screen have life-saving treatments 
available. Babies with these diseas-
es often look completely healthy 
when they are born. Most parents 
and healthcare providers take a 
normal newborn screen result for 
granted. It can be confusing and 
frightening to hear about abnor-
mal results, especially for parents 
tending to the needs of newborns. 
Most people reading this newsletter 
understand why early diagnosis can 
be helpful. We can each find ways to 
support parents, grandparents and 
the newborn screen.

Newborn Screening Card Adds “Amish Mennonite” Designation in Ohio

Vision Clinics Have Been a Success
Dr. Richard Hertle and Dr. Lawhon, 
ophthalmologists from Akron Chil-
dren’s Hospital, have both been to 
New Leaf for vision clinics. We were 
concerned at first that interest would 
be limited, however the schedules 
remain full and we continue to re-
ceive positive comments from those 
who have been here.

Babies as young as 16 weeks pre-

mature can be seen. Evaluation and 
treatment of the visual system is 
often a low priority for children who 
have many medical problems. How-
ever, early and continuously guided 
treatment of disorders of vision in 
infancy and childhood will insure the 
lifelong gift of vision.

Dr. Hertle said, “It has been a plea-
sure for us in the Vision Center to 

extend our services in partnership 
with the unbelievable work that Drs 
Olivia Wenger and Ethan Scott, and 
the staff are doing at the New Leaf 
Center. Now they can offer their 
patients and families specialty vision 
care in their home community.  We 
remain grateful to the doctors and 
staff at New Leaf for allowing us to 
provide these needed services.”

Arie Troyer to Retire
Longtime employee, Arie 
Troyer, will retire at the 
end of January 2020. She 
has been employed at 
New Leaf Center since 
2014. Her education as 
an LPN and her various 
work experiences were 
invaluable at New Leaf. 

Arie served at the front 

desk answering phones 
and greeting people, han-
dling the mail, scanning 
documents, maintaining 
the donor database, mak-
ing deposits, and doing 
many other things. 

She was especially gifted 
in conversing with callers 
and directing them to the 

appropriate person or 
resource.

Arie has no definite plans 
for the near future, but 
we know she loves to 
travel and explore new 
places. She will be missed 
and we wish her bless-
ings in the next phase of 
her journey!



Flu Shots are Important
Influenza (the flu) is an infection of 
the nose, throat, and lungs caused 
by influenza viruses. Each year, 
millions of children get sick with the 
flu; thousands are hospitalized; and 
some die. The flu is more dangerous 
than the common cold for children 
but can vary from mild to severe. 
The flu can be especially dangerous 
for young children and those who 
have certain long-term health condi-

tions, including asthma, neurological 
and neurodevelopmental conditions, 
chronic lung disease, heart disease, 
blood disorders, endocrine disorders 
(such as diabetes), kidney, liver, and 
metabolic disorders, and weakened 
immune systems due to disease or 
medication. 

To protect against the flu, the most 
important thing you can do is to get 

a flu vaccine for yourself and your 
child. Vaccination is recommended 
for everyone 6 months and older. 
It’s especially important that young 
children and children with long term 
health conditions get vaccinated. 

New Leaf Center offers the flu vac-
cine for children and adults. Ask us 
about it.

connections

In order to give the physicians’ 
adequate time to respond 
to your prescription request, 
please allow 24 hours for med-
ication refills to be sent to your 
pharmacy.

New Leaf Center does not 
accept prescription refills from 
pharmacies.

If you are out of refills and 
require a new prescription, 
please call the office at 
330-359-9888.

Patient Reminders
New Leaf is Seeking a Bookkeeper /Office Coordinator

Early in 2020, a 32-40 hour per week, paid position will be avail-
able at New Leaf.  

 
Duties will include, but are not limited to:  account reconcili-
ations, bill payments, general ledger entries, banking, board 
reports, information systems and software management, 
and some facilities management.  This person will work 
closely with the executive director and outside accounting 
firm.

Qualifications: Associate or Bachelor’s degree in related 
field, preferred; QuickBooks - 2-5 years’ experience re-

quired; Microsoft Office experience; strong communication, 
interpersonal, and organizational skills; and ability to multi-

task. 

Send resumés to Barb Reinford at 330-359-9888 
or breinford@newleafclinic.org 

JOIN 
O U R
TEAM!
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Dr. Dan Miller has been on the board of directors 
since New Leaf Center’s inception. He offered valuable 
insights as a physician and community leader. Due to 
many other obligations and winters in Florida, he has 
chosen not to serve another term. Thank you Doc Dan 
for your years of service! 

Dr. R. Daryl Steiner is the newest member of the New 
Leaf Center board. Dr. Steiner grew up in Wadsworth, 
Ohio. He is a graduate of the Des Moines College of 
Osteopathic Medicine and Surgery and completed his 
residency at Akron Children’s Hospital (ACH).  

He started his career in a general pediatrics practice for 
eight years, and then worked 17 years in the emergen-
cy room at ACH. The last 25 years of his career, until 
retirement in 2016, he was the Director of CARE (Chil-
dren at Risk Evaluation Center) at ACH. 

While working in child protection, he initiated the 
Amish Medical Ethics Committee. He is married to Su-
san and they have four grown children. He and his wife 
live in Dalton. Welcome Dr. Steiner!

New Leaf Board Announces Changes



New Leaf Center needs YOU! Be sure to read the 
letter that is enclosed with this newsletter. We 
know New Leaf has an impact on those with special 
needs. Our work is a direct result of the generosity 
of the community. Service fees are kept low, so care 
is affordable to the families that come here. How-

ever, this covers only about 11% of the operating 
budget. We rely heavily on the support of churches, 
businesses, and individuals to provide the rest of the 
budget. The new building will provide even more 
opportunities to serve and grow. Read the enclosed 
letter for more information. Your giving matters! 

Thank you in advance for your gifts.

Year-End Giving is Needed to Meet Budget

The Oak Tree

A mighty wind blew night and day. 
It stole the oak tree’s leaves away. 

Then snapped its boughs and pulled its bark 
Until the oak was tired and stark. 

 
But still the oak tree held its ground 

While other trees fell all around. 
The weary wind gave up and spoke. 

“How can you still be standing, Oak?” 
 

The oak tree said, “I know that you 
Can break each branch of mine in two, 

Carry every leaf away, 
Shake my limbs, and make me sway. 

 
But I have roots stretched in the earth, 

Growing stronger since my birth 
You’ll never touch them, for you see, 

They are the deepest part of me. 
 

Until today, I wasn’t sure 
Of just how much I could endure. 

But now I’ve found, with thanks to you 
I’m stronger than I ever knew.

- Johnny Ray Ryder, Jr.

Life can certainly be rough and rocky. But it is in the difficult times that we often find something within that 
we didn’t realize was there. 
Perhaps the following poem can be an inspiration to carry us through some of the challenging seasons of life.
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New Leaf Center is a 501(c)(3) non-profit clinic. We do not receive state or federal grants but
depend on the assistance from businesses, churches, hospitals, and friends in the community. 

PO Box 336
15988B E Chestnut St.
Mt. Eaton, OH 44659

Phone: (330)359-9888
Fax: (330)359-9890
Email: info@newleafclinic.org
Web: www.newleafclinic.org

Office Hours: M-F, 9 a.m - 5 p.m.
After Hours Phone: (330)263-8500

Barb Reinford
   Executive Director
Olivia Wenger, MD
   Medical Director
Ethan Scott, MD
   Pediatrician
Arie Troyer, LPN
   Office Assistant
Carole Fry, RN,
   Nurse Manager
Angela Zuercher, RN, BSN
   Clinic Nurse
Janice Rufener, RN
   Office Assistant/Nurse
Jennifer Hershberger
   Patient Services Coordinator

Team MembersO u r  M i s s i o n
New Leaf Center strives to 
improve quality of life for 
people with special needs 
caused by inherited disorders 
through cost-effective 
medical care, education, 
research, and advocacy.

Know that somewhere deep within the tree of winter there 

is still the life that produced last spring’s beautiful leaves.            

- Jeanne Guyon

Upcoming Events:
• March 3, 2020 - Bishop Advisory Committee, 

Church Contacts, Board and Staff Meeting. Note 
the date has been set later than usual with hopes 
of warmer weather and the chance we might be 
able to meet in the new meeting room. Those 
involved will receive more information.

• April 16, 2020 - 6th Annual Fundraiser Dinner 
at Heritage Community Center, 3558 US 62,           
Millersburg, OH 44654

Holiday Hours:
• November 28 CLOSED, November 29 OPEN 9-12
• December 24 & 25 CLOSED
• January 1 CLOSED


