
volume 12, issue 1

Spring / Summer
2025

Board of Directors

Atlee Raber, Berlin

Brian Kempf, Dalton

Dannie Troyer, Fredericksburg

Gary Yoder, Dundee

James J. Miller, Sugarcreek

Jason Miller, Millersburg

Margaret McBride, Oberlin

Matt Troyer, Berlin

Shannon Stutzman, Dundee

connections

Bishop Advisory and Medical 
Advisory Committees also 
provide oversight.

page 1

Ninth Annual Fundraiser Dinner Held in April

One of our Spring highlights was the ninth annual fundraiser dinner for New Leaf 
Center (NLC) that was held on April 22, 2025. It was an inspiring evening with ap-
proximately 650 people in attendance. The proceeds from this event are being used 
for operating costs. We are grateful for this support to continue our meaningful work 
at NLC. As we continue to grow our operations, our financial needs continue to grow 
as well.

The NLC board members did a tremendous job organizing a delicious meal and
gathering several popular auction items.

We were privileged to have Griffin Long from Sacred Ground as our special speaker 
this year. He shared a message of the love our community has for our special chil-
dren and the support we can provide for families along the way. NLC has been hon-
ored to collaborate with Sacred Ground in providing services with our shared mission 
of connecting families with quality care close to home.

Two families who receive care at NLC also shared about the positive impact NLC has 
had on their lives through phone calls with staff members, office visits, care coordi-
nation, specialty clinics, and patient assistance programs. They provided everyone 
with uplifting encouragement of the blessing we have of working together to care for 
special loved ones.

Thank you to everyone who made this event possible!

“The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or
even touched - they must be felt with the heart.”  - Helen Keller

Remembrance Table           Quilt donated for the auction



We had a fun day here at NLC when 
some of the Sacred Ground staff and 
clients came to serve some coffee 
drinks and treats for the NLC staff.
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- Olivia Wenger, MD Medical Director

Windows of Hope Research Collaboration
I first met children with Blue Eye Delay/HERC2 syn-
drome in 2013. The Clinic for Special Children, DDC and 
Windows of Hope first wrote about the condition when 
New Leaf was opening its doors. Dr. Emma Baple intro-
duced me to a few children with the diagnosis. It was 
rewarding to set up testing for this condition at New 
Leaf, knowing that previous generations had invested a 
lot of time and money in tests that did not give an-
swers. New Leaf could make a difference even without 
a costly lab on site.

After Dr. Scott joined us, we realized that, while a reli-
able diagnosis was a starting place, parents of children 
with Blue Eye Delay often struggled with helping their 
children through the ups and downs of a typical day. 
Some families could not attend church or host visitors 
because of their children’s extreme anxiety.

We wanted to help where we could. New Leaf worked 
with 9 families and 13 people with Blue Eye Delay over 
the past few years, learning more about how children 

and young adults with Blue Eye Delay communicate. 
From this research, we learned that we need to watch 
more closely for hearing loss and seizure in this condi-
tion. We also can help parents set realistic expectations 
and be patient when children don’t gain skills as quickly 
as their brothers and sisters.

The most rewarding part of the entire process of set-
ting up testing, educating other doctors, and carefully 
studying behavior patterns in children with Blue Eye 
Delay was our May family meeting. Dr. Andrew Crosby, 
Dr. Emma Baple, several NLC staff, and parents shared 
supper, perspective and stories. New Leaf doesn’t mea-
sure success in the number of awards we get or even 
in the number of appointments people schedule with 
us. We measure our success in the quality of care we 
provide, the education, advocacy and research we do 
on behalf of vulnerable children and adults. Watching 
the faces of parents relax as they felt heard and under-
stood, I knew we’d done a successful day’s work with 
Blue Eye delay in May.

Family Stories
We always enjoy hearing from our families! Here are a few recent notes that brightened our day.

“We are so grateful for all you do for our family. Welcoming us at New Leaf + dropping off our things + I’m sure 
a lot more that we don’t notice. Thank you.”

“A special thank you to our friends at New Leaf for the great care we have received! Home care has been a 
huge blessing and not having to bundle up my kids to go call for an appointment and driver. This past winter 
both my kids were due for tetanus shots and we received a note in the mail with a time and date and so that 
day my son was actually sick and she was able to take care of him too. It made it stress free I didn’t have to call 
a ride or an appointment, and find a babysitter! Again thank you so much. I am so thankful for home care.”

“It’s hard to put into words the numerous ways New Leaf Center has helped our family with two special needs 
children. We are thankful to have a clinic close by that can address our children’s unique needs, otherwise 
we would need to make many more trips to Akron Children’s. Recently, they helped arrange for us to have a 
pulse oximeter at home to monitor our sons oxygen level. They supply us with emergency seizure medication, 
give us antibiotics when our kids have an ear infection, and set up appointments with Akron Children’s when 
necessary. At a recent hospital stay, the doctor asked who our pediatrician is. We told her it’s Dr. Wenger from 
New Leaf Center, and she said she’s comfortable sending us home with oxygen since she knows Dr. Wenger 
does a good job of following up with the kids.”
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- Olivia Wenger, MD Medical Director

Dietician’s Corner
Dehydration
Children and infants can become dehydrated for many reasons. In the summer heat, children can 
lose water through trying to keep cool and since many can’t express their thirst, they are at risk for 
dehydration. In addition, if children are ill and experiencing vomiting or diarrhea, they can become 
dehydrated. One of the best ways to prevent dehydration is by giving the child an ORS (Oral Rehy-
dration Solution). The table below lists common solutions. 

DO NOT USE liquids that are high in sugar such as Hawaiian Punch, Kool-aid, sweet tea, or soft 
drinks. Do not use broth as it may be overly salty and cause hypernatremia. Avoid giving plain water 
to infants under one year old.

Child’s Weight Minimum Goal to Give Every Hour*
7 - 10 LBS At least 2 ounces (4 tablespoons or 1/4 cup)
11- 15 lbs. At least 21/2 ounces (5 tablespoons)
16 - 20 lbs. At least 31/2 ounces (1/2 cup)
21- 40 lbs. At least 61/2 ounces (3/4 cup)
41- 60 lbs. At least 10 ounces (11/4 cups)

Goals for Giving Liquids
Measure the amount of liquid your child needs based on their 
weight. If your child cannot sip from a cup, try using a teaspoon 
or an oral syringe.

*Minimum fluid goals per hour may increase if vomiting, diarrhea or fever are present.

For toddlers and children, give 1 tablespoon or 3 teaspoons (30 mL). Gradually work up to drinking 
more. Even if your child vomits some, most of the liquid is kept down. Wait for 30 to 60 minutes and 
try to give small amounts of liquid again.

Standard ORS               Pedialyte	              Liquid IV	             Gatorade
Sodium Chloride (g/L) 3.5 1.03 0.44 1.14
Potassium (g/L) 1.5 (KCI) 0.78 0.138 0.74
Trisodium Citrate (g/L) 2.9 1.0 24
Sugar (g/L) Dextrose 20 g (glucose) 25 g/L (dextrose) Sucralose Pure Cane Sugar

Preparations Dry powder, 
mix with water Premixed Powder Premixed or 

Powder

New Leaf Center is looking for a part-time RN care coordinator. The 
Care Coordinator will provide support to clinic administrative staff and 
patients through a variety of patient care management and care coordination efforts. The position includes 
coordination of specialty clinics, outreach and liaison relationships with other healthcare facilities, and a 
vision for program growth and development. For questions please call the office at 330-359-9888 and ask 
for Karla.Applicants should send a resume to New Leaf Center at PO Box 336, Mt. Eaton, OH 44659, or 
email to khershberger@newleafclinic.org.

Opportunities to Join the New Leaf Center Team



PO Box 336
16014 E Chestnut St.
Mt. Eaton, OH 44659

Phone: (330)359-9888
Fax: (330)359-9890
Email: info@newleafclinic.org
Web: www.newleafclinic.org

Office Hours: M-F, 9 a.m - 5 p.m.
After Hours Phone: (330)263-8500

Holiday Hours

New Leaf Center is a 501(c)(3) non-profit clinic.  We depend on the assistance
from businesses, churches, hospitals, and friends in the community. 

Team Members
Karla Hershberger,
MSN, MBA, RN, CPN
   Executive Director
Olivia Wenger, MD
   Medical Director
Ethan Scott, MD
   Pediatrician
Angela Zuercher, RN
Tricia Burnell, RN
Stacy Robertson, LPN
Janice Rufener, RN
   Front Desk Manager
Rose Lehman
   Office Assistant
Jennifer Hershberger
   Patient Services Coordinator
Sally Phillips, RD
   Registered Dietitian
Valerie Schaffter
   Office Coord./Bookkeeper
Joy Kern
   Custodian/Grounds Care

Our Mission
New Leaf Center strives to improve quality of life for people with special needs caused by
inherited disorders through cost-effective medical care, education, research, and advocacy.

Medication Refills: Please allow a 24-hour notice for all medication refills.
When unable to keep an appointment, please call the office as soon as possible. Letting 
us know in advance allows us to offer the time to someone else who may be waiting.

•	
•	

Patient Reminders

Please check for prescription refills before the holidays.
One of the physicians will be available for urgent needs on those days by calling 330-263-8500.

• Labor Day: September 1 - Closed
Holiday Hours

We are excited to announce that our website has been updated! As a part of this update, we 
have added an easy and convenient online giving option. Please visit us at newleafclinic.org. 

New and Improved Website

Upcoming Events
Amish Health and Safety Day: August 11, 4:00-8:00 PM, Mt. Hope Event Center
Family Playgroup: August 11, 10:00-11:30 AM, New Leaf Center Community Room
“Gentle Sleep Support for Your Child” with Occupational Therapist, Monica Plack. If you 
are interested in attending this event, please call 330-359-9888 for more information.

•	
•	


